Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/17 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505420025-0 


04 FAG S / C _ 


THE BOSTON GLOBE 
5 December 1980 


STAT 


on 

i op 


Mfeese says transition does not affectability 



By Rachelle Patterson 
!G4Wg Staff ; • " . ' ' ’ 

'^WASHINGTON — President-elect 
■•Ronalcfc Reagan's chief aide yesterday 
*saic£]t would be a "grave miscalcula- 
jiloia^ for the Soviet Union to think 
>'th^lhe United States was less capa- 
jble of responding to the Polish crisis 
•duaag the change in administrations. 

‘ Edwin Meese 3d. Reagan’s transl- 

• tionTdirector; said President Jimmy 
•Carter was "totally In control of for- 

• eign policy and all the apparatus ofj 
' government during that period .of 1 

time, and we are very supportive of, 
him in maintaining that control." j 
Meese said Carter and Reagan gotj 
the benefit-of the same briefings ana 
"both men are equally knowledge! 
able." He said: "I think the Soviets 
would make a grave miscalculation ifl 
they perceive any weakness in the 
structure in this kind of interreg- 
num."' " * ~ ■■■ 

At a press briefing yesterday , 
Meese also cautioned against speculaj 
tion on the makeup of the 13-member; 
Cabinet, and said Reagan would be-j 
gin announcing his choices within a 
few days. The President-elect plans to 
spend the first part of next week In 
New York City and come to Washing- 
ton on Wednesday for private- meet-] 
lngs. social events and national sjcu 1 
rity briefings.' : ; ~ . 7 '. ~.7 1 . 

"Whoever Is talking to you andi 
saying they know what's happening! 
Is not telling the truth and doesn't! 
know.” Meese said. "The people whoj 
do know aren’t talking. So don’t be 
misled by all the rumors that are go- 
ing around-" 1 tTf" 

Meese. an unruffled and usually 
candid man. may have been suggest- 
ing that last-minute problems had de- 
veloped with some of the choices. Most 
reports have said Reagan had settled 
on Alexander Haig as Secretary ofi 
: State. Caspar Weinberger for Defense J 
'Citicorp chairman Walter Wrlston for} 

/Treasury,' William ^French Smith for! 
4 . k > A> - — - - - « amH ^ Rlrhard 


to meet crisis 

Meese said that the selection pro- 
fess was on schedule but was • com- j 
•plex” because of the conflict of Inter- 
.e&l&ws that prospective Cabinet sec- j 
’rfcfSrt-ies must comply with. -Candi - 1 
elates for the top posts, he said, have I 
to sit down with their lawyers and dis- 
cuss all the Implications. “It takes a < 
week before the candidate can make a 
reply tp the President-elect,” he said. 

-■ ■ Under the' ethics in government 
laws signed two years ago. senior offi- 
cials In all three branches of govern- 
ment are required to make their finan- 
cial status public. Another provision 
strengthens prohibitions against the 
“revolving door" practice of people 
shifting between government and pri- 
vate life and to reduce opportunities 
for special interests to gain, easy ac- 
cess to govemment'officials. Reagan 
has said he wants people In his ad- 
ministration who have already been ; 
successful in their fields and are not 
"empire builders. . 

Meanwhile. United Press- Interna- 1 

tional reported yesterday from Los An- 
geles that Reagan'^ top advisers had . 
decided against appointing transition . 
press secretary James Brady to the job 
of White House press secretary. A deci- 
sion has been made to downgrade the 
position from the high-profile post 
now held by Jody Powell. .'James A. 
Baker 3d. who will be the White House 
chief of staff, will also bein charge of 
press operations. The wire service re- ( 
ported that Reagan’s talent scouts 
were looking fora woman for the job. < 

During yesterday's session with re-1 
porters. Meese seemed unconcerned: 
about a- report that two members of- 
the transition staff had been contact- 
ed by Soviet embassy officers. Earlier ' 
in the week. CIA officials revealed a 
c ontact had been made during a briet- ; 
lng he ld tor transition othcials on tor- ' 
’ elgh surveillance and intelligence 
work . 1 


. Meese acknowledged that some of 
the Reagan transition officials have 
had social contacts with the Soviets at 
the embassy, which i3 located close to 
the Reagan transition headquarters. 
But " Meese said the warning by the 


CIA agents was routine and intended 

■ ■ — — “ L‘~" 1 W ^ U ,r-i n 


to iniorm newcomers to Washington 


about the realities >ot Soviet: intHIF 


gence activi ty, and was not lnTe- 
sp onse to any attempts at i nlUtrattonT 
It was a preventive type" of session. 


he said. 

Meese went out of his way to stress 
Reagan’s preparedness to take over 
the reins of government Jan. 20 and 
to deal with many of the problems 
that beset Carter. He said he will have 
options ready to deal with the hostage’ 
situation in Iran and will be In full) 
control of other International crises, | 
such a 3 the prospect of a Soviet inva- 
sion of Poland. At the same time. 
Meese said, Reagan is holding off ad- 
vising the Carter Administration on 
what it ought to do. “It is not our place 
to tell them what to do. But we will be 
fully informed/- said Meese. V, r ., ; 

An interim- Foreign Policy Board ( 

set up to make recommendations to! 
Reagan on matters' such as Iran andj 

Poland, meanwhile, will meet with 
Reagan, In Washington on Dec. 13. 
; The board, headed by William Casey, 

' Reagan’s former campaign manager, 
consists of leading Republicans, in- 
cluding former President Gerald Ford 
and former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, and Democrats such as 
Sen. Henry Jackson. Their efforts are 
being coordinated by Richard V. Al- 
len. Reagan’s chief foreign policy ad- 
viser. . - ‘ 

A second advisory group of 120 
members has been submitting long- 
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Attorney General and Sen. x Richard 

an/) Human 
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